Home Inspections: Scope vs. Expectations

Based on the Home Inspector Standards of Practice

what Clients Often Expect

wWhat Inspectors Are Required to Do

Inspect everything in the home, top to bottom

Inspect readily visible and accessible
systems and components

Move furniture, rugs, or stored items to check
behind them

Do not move personal belongings or
dismantle building components

Find every possible defect, no matter how
small

Identify material defects that may
significantly affect safety, habitability, or value

Predict the remaining life of roofs, HVAC,
appliances, etc.

Report on current condition only—no
guarantees of future performance

Test for mold, asbestos, radon, lead paint,
pests.

Specialty testing is outside scope unless
specifically contracted (radon, termite, etc.)

Operate every outlet, window, and switch

Test a representative number of windows,
outlets, switches

Inspect inside walls, ceilings, underground
plumbing, or behind finishes

Report only what is accessible and visible at
time of inspection

Ensure the home passes all building codes

Inspect for safety and function, not code
compliance

Guarantee the home is “perfect” or “problem
free”

Provide an independent, unbiased
assessment to aid decision-making
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S Ahome inspection is a snapshotin time. It provides buyers, sellers, and agents
. Wwith a professional evaluation of the home’'s most important systems—but it's not
a warranty or guarantee.
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